The symposium on The Kidney contained in this issue has great relevance to the current practice of anaesthesia and the work of the intensivist. The titles of the papers indicate the wide range of subjects covered in the symposium. Trainee and specialist alike, both anaesthetist and intensive therapist, will find much of educational value here.
It is interesting to reflect that two of the papers, "Anaesthesia and the Kidney" by Cousins, Skowrowski and Plummer and "Acute Renal Failure in the Intensive Care Unit -Clinical Considerations" by J. M. Hayes, update our information on topics which were reviewed previously in 1972 1 and 1973 2 in the first volume of "Anaesthesia and Intensive Care". These papers certainly indicate that knowledge in this field has not remained static during the last decade.
The contribution of Professor Shiel turns our attention away from the narrow clinical aspects of the kidney and renal failure to the wider legal and ethical questions in kidney and other organ transplantation. Regrettably, it may be not until the individual anaesthetist is approached to accompany a brain-dead kidney donor to the operating room that many of the wider questions concerning organ transplantation are deeply considered. If so, it may indicate that there is scope for a broadening of our view of what is relevant in medical education in the 'eighties.
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